A l f o r d ’ s   G u i d e   t o   M L A   B l i s s

Make sure you follow all the punctuation!!!!!!!! It does not matter when you begin your second line. When you run out of room, begin the second line. Always indent all lines but the first!

Book with one author:

Author last name, first name. Book Title. City:

Publishing Company, Copyright.

Book with two authors:

1st Author’s last name, first name, and 2nd Author’s 

first name last name. Book Title. City: 

Publishing Company, Copyright.

Book with three authors:

1st Author’s last name, first name, 2nd Author’s first 


name last name, and 3rd Author’s first name 


last name. Book Title. City: Publishing 

Company, Copyright.

Book with four or more authors: use “et al”

1st Author’s last name, first name, et al. Book Title. 


City: Publishing Company, Copyright.

Book with a corporate author:

Corporation Name. Book Title. City: Publishing

Company, Copyright.

Famous Encyclopedias:

“Word looked up.” Encyclopedia Name. Number of 

edition ed. or Year.

An Introduction, Preface, Foreword, or Afterword:

Introduction-Author’s last name, first name. 

Introduction. Book Title. By Book-Author’s 

first name last name. City: Publishing Company, Copyright.

Editor:, add the following behind the book title:

Ed. Editor’s first name last name.

Translator: add the following after the book title:

Trans. Translator’s first name last name.

Multivolume Work:

Add the total number of volumes in the work and the abbreviation vols. (5 vols.) after the book title.

A Book in a Series:

Add the series name with no punctuation and just the number of the series after the book title.

Pamphlet:

Treat as you would a book.

An article in a book:

Article author’s last name, first name. “Name of

Article.” Book Title. Ed. Editor’s first

name last name. City: Publishing

Company, Copyright.

Green, Fred. Dracula’s Curse. New York: Macmillan, 
1987.

Alford, Raegan, and Sara Stone. Voodoo Vampires. 

Detroit: Greenhaven, 1993.

Arrington, Kayla, Kyle Wilkins, and Kelly McNeill. 
The Truth Behind the Three Little Pigs. 
Detroit: Blocknall, 1999.

Teague, Colby, et al. The Middle Child Syndrome. 
Chicago: Duo Plicity, 2002.

American Medical Association. Heart Risks

Associated With Ephedra. New York:

AMA, 2003.

“Ants.” World Book. 2001.

Alford, Grant. Foreword. Trains: A History. By Jay 
Vaughan. Chicago: McGraw-Hill, 2000.

Wilkins, Helen. Feisty Women. Ed. Linda Faye.


New York: Hickory House, 1997.

Yukozua, Yui. Manga Mania. Trans. Billy Bob


Thornton. Tokoyo: Kamika, 2004.

Smith, Will. Famous Movies Made By Rap


Stars. 14 vols. Hollywood: Star, 2004.

Barry, Pam. The Austin Davis Years. Ungrateful

Students I Have Taught 16. Durham: BCP, 2004.

Is Your Teenager a Smoker? New York: Gotcha Press, 
2002.

Borne, Earl. “The Death Penalty is not Racist.” 
Opposing Viewpoints. Ed. John Smith. San Deigo: Greenhaven, 2003.

A Dictionary:

Dictionary’s Name. City: Publishing Company,

Copyright.

Article in a Magazine:

Author’s last name, first name. “Article Title.”


Magazine Title Day Month Year: Page

Numbers.

Article in a Newspaper:

Author’s last name, first name. “Article Title.”

Newspaper Title Day Month Year:

Page Numbers.

Personal Interview:

Interviewee’s last name, first name. Description

of interviewee. Personal Interview.

Date of interview.

The Bible:

The Bible. Version.

Note – do not underline/ italicize The Bible.

CD Album Notes:

Author’s last name, first name. Name of Album.

Name of band. Name of Record Label.

Jacket Notes.

Partial Copy (not all information):

Give all the cite information that you have and

then put where you got it in parenthesis.

Film, DVD, or Videotape:

Title of Movie. Director’s first name last name,

Director. Production Company, Copyright.

TV Show: Give as much information as possible.

Title of the program. Narr. Narrator’s first name


last name. Writ.Writer’s first name last

name. Prod. Producer’ first name last

name. Dir. Director’s first name last

name. Performer’s names (order as in

credits). Network. Local affiliate, city

of local affliate. Day Month Year of

broadcast.

Web Site:

Author’s last name, first name. “Web Page

Title.” Web Site Title. Day Month Year

last updated. Web. Day Month Year viewed.

<web site address>.
NC WISE OWL Info Trak

Author's last name, first name. “Title of the

article.” Title of Periodical. Day Month

Year of publication. General Reference

Center Gold. Day Month Year viewed

<www.ncwiseowl.org>.
N.d. = no date
 N.p. = no place of publication

The New American Webster Handy College

Dictionary. New York: Signet, 1981.

Terrell, Tom. “Why School is Important to

Your Love Life.” Seventeen May

2003: 23-5.

Smith, Dean. “Tarheels Beat Duke: 105-45.”

Durham Herald Sun 15 Jan. 2004:

D1+.

Alford, Paula. Professional Dancer. Personal

Interview. 14 Sept. 2004.

The Bible. New International Version.

Smith, Peter, and Andy Merrill. Space Ghost

Musical Bar-B-Que. The Cartoon

Planet Band. Techwood Music. Jacket

Notes.

Brown, Denise, and James Brown. “Rock and

Roll Versus Jazz.” (newspaper

clipping hand-out from class)

Center Stage. Nicholas Hytner, Director.

Columbia Pictures, 2000.

Asian Business Report. Narr. Ress Jones. Prod.

John Hawke. PBS. WEFT, New York.

15 Aug. 1990.

If you can, include the episode title:

"Emerging Tigers." Asian Business Report.

Narr. Ress Jones. Prod. John Hawke.

PBS. WUNC, Chapel Hill. 15 Apr.
1990.

Jones, Rob. “Using the Zero Tip.” Pressure

Washing Decks And Homes. 15 Nov.

2002. Web. 24 Jan. 2008. <www.pressure

washingcentral.com>.
Serkis, Andy, and Julie Jordan. “Andy Serkis

Sounds Off.” People Weekly. 19 June
2004. General Reference Gold. 30 Feb.

2005. <www.ncwiseowl.org>.

N. p. = no publishing company     
